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Webster says sanctions
won’t stop Iraq

CIA Director William Webster. in
a letter yesterday to House Armed
% R Services Com-
mittee Chair-
man Les Aspin,
said the eco-
f nomic embargo
&1 against Bagh-
34 dad would
My not drive Iraqi
forces from Ku-
wait.

He also said
Webster the CIA believes
the Iraqi air force and air defenses f
would feel the bite of long-term i

e€conomic sanctions more than
ground forces. The Iragqi air force
1s not expected to play a major role
in a battle for Kuwait, the CIA di-
rector added.

Liberal House Democrats used
Mr. Webster's letter to argue that
the Bush administration is continu-
ing to revise its view of the impact
of economic sanctions.

But the CIA said in a statement
released late yesterday that the let-
ter is “consistent with Judge Web-
ster’s Dec. 4, 1990, testimony before
the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and does not represent a
change in the intelligence commu-
nity's assessment.”
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